
Blane Després has a background in teaching French as a second language, gifted and 

experiential learning at the secondary level, and has taught many subjects in elementary and 

middle schools. He also dabbles in poetry writing, and house design and construction. He is 

currently assistant professor in the teacher education program of the Faculty of Education at the 

University of British Columbia in Kelowna, British Columbia. He is actively pursuing research 

in the following areas: systemic thinking applications (business-education partnerships, 

education, leadership), education versus schooling, homeschooling, experiential and alternative 

learning approaches, architecture, and spirituality in learning. He edited Systems Thinkers in 

Action: A Fieldguide for Effective Change Leadership in Education (in press), Rowman & 

Littelfield.


